
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BIOS/Week 5 of 5: May 26, 6pm EST  
BREAK THE NEWS: A Conversation with Journalists About Mental Health 
 
With Rowaida Abdelaziz, Suzette Brewer (Cherokee), Jack Herrera, Sarah Belle Lin, and Dorothy Tucker. 
Moderated by Patrice Peck. Opening performance by Rez Abbasi. 
 
 
PANELISTS 
 
Rowaida Abdelaziz is a national reporter at HuffPost, where she spearheads the coverage of Islamophobia 
and its intersection with politics, culture, and gender. Her notable works exposing anti-Muslim policies have 
led to the reunification of families and the reopening of hate crime cases. Her coverage of Muslim women 
continues to puncture stereotypical depictions in media. Outside of her reporting, Rowaida travels the 
country and speaks on the importance of diverse media coverage of Muslims and Muslim Americans. 
@Rowaida_Abdel 
 
 
Suzette Brewer (Cherokee) is a writer specializing in federal Indian law and social justice. She’s written 
extensively on the Indian Child Welfare Act, the Supreme Court, Native voting rights, environmental issues on 
Indian reservations, the opioid crisis, and violence against Native women and children. Her work has 
appeared in Indian Country Today, Rewire, The Dallas Morning News, The Denver Post, and many others. Her 
published books include Real Indians: Portraits of Contemporary Native Americans and America’s Tribal 
Colleges, and Sovereign: An Oral History of Indian Gaming in America. Her broadcast work includes “A Broken 
Trust: Sexual Assault and Justice on Tribal Lands” (2019) for Scripps News Service in Washington, D.C., which 
won the Robert F. Kennedy Journalism grand prize for reporting on human rights and social Justice. Brewer is 
the 2015 recipient of the Richard LaCourse-Gannett Foundation Al Neuharth Investigative Journalism Award 
for her work on the Indian Child Welfare Act, and a 2018 John Jay/Tow Juvenile Justice Reporting Fellow. She 
is a member of the Cherokee Nation and is from Stilwell, Oklahoma.. instagram.com/suzettebrewer 
 
 
Jack Herrera: I’m a senior editor at Texas Monthly, covering immigration, Latino issues, and elections. 
 
Before starting at Texas Monthly, I worked as a freelancer and as an independent contributor to many 
different magazines. I was a contributing editor with Politico Magazine, an election correspondent with 
Prism, a contributing option writer with Business Insider, and a contributing reporter with Pacific Standard.  
 
My work has appeared in Politico Magazine, The Guardian, The Nation, The New Republic, Columbia 
Journalism Review, Pacific Standard, Popular Science, PRI’s The World, GEN Magazine, and TruthOut, as well 
as in syndication Salon, The Week, and CityLab. I’m based out of Austin, Texas, and I travel around the state 
and to Mexico frequently to report. 
 
I was a 2020 Ida B. Wells fellow with Type Investigations at the Type Media Center, where I worked on a 
year-long investigation on immigration and health care. jack-herrera.com 
 
 
Sarah Belle Lin is a journalist based in New York City writing for a Bronx newspaper and freelancing for 
national news outlets. Sarah Belle has documented dozens of social and cultural movements decrying 
injustice on-the-ground and from the frontlines. Sarah Belle has been published in New York Magazine, The 
Washington Post, Oakland Magazine, Capital & Main, NPR Youth Radio (now known as YM Radio), and 
Intercontinental Cry. She/they also championed and contributed to local news outlets like Patch, 
Berkeleyside, and The E'ville Eye News. Sarah Belle was recently awarded the SPJ 2021 Excellence in 
Journalism Award in Investigative Reporting (Print/Online Small Division), along with two colleagues, for an 
investigation on whether the Oakland Police Department violated its policies against George Floyd 
protesters. sarahbelle909.journoportfolio.com 



 
 
Dorothy Tucker is a Chicago native, raised in Chicago's Lawndale and Austin communities. She has been a 
reporter for CBS2 Chicago since 1984. Currently, she is a reporter on the station's 2 Investigator team and is 
also President of the National Association of Black Journalists. 
 
Tucker has been honored numerous times throughout her career. In 2021, she won two regional Edward R. 
Murrow awards and was part of the news team that won a national Murrow for overall excellence. Tucker is 
also the recipient of the 2021 Lifetime Achievement Award from the Chicago Association of Journalists. 
 
Her other awards include several local Emmys, including one for her breaking news reports during the 2008 
Northern Illinois University shootings and two for her work on CBS2 Chicagoʹs 2003 and 2004 broadcasts of 
the LaSalle Bank Chicago Marathon. 
 
She was honored by the Chicago Association of Black Journalists with their annual award for Outstanding 
Television Reporting (1994 and 1987) and received a national UPI Spot News Award. In 2021, she won two 
regional Edward R. Murrow awards and was part of the news team that was also won a Murrow for overall 
newsroom excellence 
 
She joined CBS2 Chicago from KDKA-TV in Pittsburgh, where she worked as a general assignment reporter 
and talk show host. Prior to that, Tucker worked at KWGN-TV in Denver, as a general assignment reporter. 
Previously, she was a reporter and weekend anchor at WREG-TV in Memphis. (1979-80). Tucker began her 
broadcasting career in Peoria at WMBD-TV, after serving as an intern at CBS2 Chicago in 1977. 
 
Tucker is President of Broadcast for the National Association of Black Journalists and a local board member of 
NABJ-Chicago. She's a former board member of Northwestern Alumni Association and a current member of 
the Northwestern University Leadership Circle. Tucker graduated, with honors, from Northwestern University 
with a B.S. in Communications. cbsnews.com/chicago/personality/dorothy-tucker 
 
 
MODERATOR 
 
Patrice Peck is a multi-hyphenate creative with a 10-plus year background in reporting, cultural criticism, on-
camera hosting, and multimedia production. Her cross-platform work centers on amplifying underreported 
stories at the intersection of race, culture, and identity and can be found at The New York Times, The Los 
Angeles Times, The Atlantic, MSNBC, Vogue, Elle, Wired, Businessweek, and more. She is currently the senior 
opinion editor at Cosmopolitan Magazine. 
 
In April 2020, she launched the newsletter Coronavirus News for Black Folks, which has been spotlighted by 
WIRED Magazine, Nieman Journalism Lab, CBS News, and The Root, among others. She was also recognized 
alongside Dr. Antohony Fauci, Al Gore, Ava DuVernay, and Swizz Beatz on WIRED25, an annual list 
highlighting people who are making the world a better place. 
 
Patrice has a bachelor's degree in English and Black Studies from Amherst College, a master's degree in 
journalism from NYU, and lives in both Los Angeles and Brooklyn. patricepeck.com 
 
 
OPENING PERFORMANCE  
 
Guitarist and composer Rez Abbasi is one of the most original voices on the current scene - awarded the 
Guggenheim Fellowship in 2021 for composition, voted #1 Rising-Star Guitarist in the 2013 DownBeat Critics 
Poll,and subsequently placed in the Top 10 guitarists alongside luminaries Bill Frisell and Pat Metheny. 
 
Rez is a vivid synthesis of influences and genres: born in Karachi, Pakistan, removed at the age of four to the 
vastness of Southern California, schooled at the University of Southern California and the Manhattan School 
of Music in jazz and classical music, along with a pilgrimage in India under the guidance of master 
percussionist, Ustad Alla Rakha. Making New York his home for the past 25 years, Abbasi is considered by 
many to be one of the foremost modern jazz guitar players the world over. He has honed his skills with 
performances throughout Europe, Canada, the U.S., Mexico and India and has performed and recorded with 
many jazz greats including, Grammy winner Ruth Brown, Peter Erskine, Kenny Werner, Barre Phillips, Tim 
Berne, Michael Formanek, Billy Hart, Gary Thomas, Dave Douglas, Rudresh Mahanthappa, Mike Clark, Tim 
Hagans, John Beasly, Ronu Majumdar, Kadri Gopalnath, Vishwa Mohan Bhatt, Vijay Iyer, Marilyn Crispell, 
Greg Osby, Howard Levy and a host of others. 
 



With 14 albums of mostly original compositions under his belt, Abbasi continues to find new groups of 
musicians to help his musical vision come to life. reztone.com 


