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Rafael PI ROMAN:  

And joining us now is the Republican candidate for mayor, Joe Lhota. Mr. Lhota welcome back.  

Joe LHOTA: 

Thanks, Rafael great to be here.  

PI ROMAN:  

Now, Mr. Lhota income inequality has become a central issue in this campaign. I want to get your take 

on it, but first I’d like  you to respond to what Mr. de Blasio said in that clip. 

LHOTA: 

Bill and I both agree that we have income inequality. We also, I believe, we understand what the issues 

are, about how we’ve gotten here.  It’s how we go forward in the future. I talked about an expanding 

economy, how important it is to create jobs so that we can get these folks into jobs. Bill talked about 

education. Education is also very important, that when we create these jobs, the children of the city of 

New York can get the jobs.  But it’s a long term, range approach, you know, people are going to be you 

know changing and reforming our public education system. If we start it today and by the time someone 

in 1st grade is available to be in the marketplace it’s 18 to 20 years from now.  So, what we really also 

need to do and I’ve talked about this  in my speech to the Association for a Better New York, that I gave 

this past Tuesday and that is as mayor, I want to begin a program  where we start using online education  

programs  because I believe that there are a lot of people if not  a generation who we have failed 

because of our failing public school system, that they’re not prepared for good jobs,  so what I’d love to 

be able to do  is provide them with huge  online education programs. The Wall Street Journal just 

yesterday had a whole special section about online education, both real education, remedial education 

to bring people up to a certain level, but also  job training, doing it online. I think it’s important. For 

those folks that are on public assistance, who have a work fair requirement, I believe they can replace 

that work fair requirement with a study requirement so that they can bring themselves up and be able 

to take these new jobs.  

PI ROMAN: 

Now, as I said in the introduction, Mayor Bloomberg has not endorsed a candidate.  Would you like his 

endorsement?  Have you asked for his endorsement?  

 

 



LHOTA: 

Early on in the campaign, I talked to him back in late January, early February he said he was not going to 

get involved in the primary, and in fact he would make his decision after the primaries. And he made his 

decision after the primary, that he thought it was in everybody’s best interest to stay away from 

endorsing anyone one way or the other.  Sure, I’d love to have his endorsement.  But you know, the 

mayor’s a strong willed person.  

PI ROMAN: 

So we’re shooting this interview on October 10th, Thursday October 10th.  And as I said in the 

introduction, as well, you’re almost 50 points behind your Democratic opponent. How are you going to 

turn this around? 

LHOTA: 

What’s interesting this most recent poll done by  Siena College published in The New York Times  

basically showed this gap that you describe but it then went on into details and talked about what are 

people’s positions on jobs, on taxes, on charter schools, on Ray Kelly, on public safety. And in each and 

every one of those categories, the majority of people in the city of New York are lined up with my 

positions and not lined up with my opponent’s position-- 

PI ROMAN: 

So why are they supporting him— 

LHOTA 

So, there’s a disconnect. There’s a disconnect.  There is a real disconnect.  Because you know, we’ve 

gone through long period—we went through just this huge Democratic primary process and you know, 

he has better name recognition that I do. I’m working on the name recognition. We’ve gone up on the 

air with advertisements. We’re going to continue to stay up on the air.  But what I’m looking forward to 

the most are the debates.  It’ll be, you know, Bill de Blasio versus Joe Lhota, mano a mano.  The first one 

is going to be on 7 o’clock on the night of the 15th.  And it’ll be great. Because he’ll talk about his vision 

for the future. I will talk about my vision for the future and New Yorkers will have an opportunity to see 

where we sync up with their ideas. 

PI ROMAN: 

Now, Mr. Lhota, we talked about this last time you were  here. About your irreverent humor. That you 

told us, that the reason that you didn’t, that you kept it under wraps, which as your irreverent humor, 

which a lot of people think is great, is because you were afraid of offending people who might not find 

your jokes funny.  In hindsight, do you think that was maybe a mistake? Wouldn’t it have been better to 

show New York City voters, the colorful, real life Joe Lhota?  

 



LHOTA: 

It’s possible. I think we’ll have to think about this after the election on November 5th as to what, 

whether that approach was there. The same Joe Lhota is still here, whether or not I’m being disciplined 

enough, because when you run  for office, it’s  very, very different than being in charge of  a project or  

being a deputy mayor or running  a company, or any issue like that.  You can be, because you know the 

people you’re talking to.  When you run for mayor, you’re talking to everyone all at once and you know, 

it’s important that they, you know, you don’t offend anybody in the process. So, what you described as 

my irreverent humor or you know, my ability to say whatever I want to say and you know, enjoy that, is 

also a very, very dangerous thing when you run for office.  

PI ROMAN: 

So what is one biggest difference between you and Mr. de Blasio? 

LHOTA:  

The biggest difference between Bill and myself, is our political philosophies.  I do believe that Bill, if you 

believe in political philosophies along a continuum, Bill is, I believe, is on the far left.  The very far left.  

I’m more center to right and in the middle. Some of my positions you know, are clearly not on the far 

right. I have arguments with, tremendous arguments with the Tea Party, my views on a woman’s right to 

choose, my viewpoints on, in addition that gay rights as well as same-sex marriage are very, very 

different from those on the right. I’m much more of a moderate. I’m a New Yorker, I was born here, I 

was raised here. I have a lot of the same moral beliefs and backgrounds that all New Yorkers have. And 

because of that, I believe I’m very, very different from Bill de Blasio. He does take at times, what I 

consider, to be very extremist points of view.  

PI ROMAN: 

Alright, Mr. Lhota, thank you so much. 

LHOTA: 

Thanks Rafael.  


