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Rafael PI ROMAN: And joining me now is the candidate, Christine Quinn. Speaker Quinn, thank 
you so much for joining us.

Christine QUINN: Thank you.

PI ROMAN: A lot of New Yorkers, maybe millions of us, love the city and want to make it better 
but not for a million dollars would we want to be mayor. So what else is driving this goal of yours 
to get this impossible job?

QUINN: Uh, you know I bet 8.4 million New Yorkers, every New Yorker loves this city in their 
own way and with a deep intensity. And I want to be mayor to help make sure that that love is 
fulfilled, so to speak. That all of those New Yorkers who get up every day and who are working 
so hard to get into the middle class, to stay in the middle class, that they have a government 
that is working with them. 

PI ROMAN: There is one issue that your opponents hope will derail your quest. Uh, and that is 
your support for term limits extension back in 2008. To summarize, um, in the ‘90s, New Yorkers 
voted twice for term limits for city elected officials. And in 2007 you said that repealing term 
limits would be anti-democratic and said that was your firm and final position. But in 2008, ten 
months later, you were leading the charge to extend term limits. What changed?

QUINN: You know, I know that some New Yorkers disagree with extending term limits, but 
others, like Mario Cuomo in the New York Times, agreed with what ended up happening. But 
look, I think the real question is, “What did I do with those four years?” And in those four years I 
balanced budgets on time, I protected 4,100 school teachers from being laid off. 

PI ROMAN: You know, but some of the people don’t like the term “extension” was because it 
also gave Mayor Bloomberg four more years, which many of, of the critics didn’t want.

QUINN: As it relates to Mayor Bloomberg, or any of my other colleagues in government, when I 
have had opportunities to work with them, to make New Yorkers’ lives better, I’ve seized those 
opportunities. Like the opportunity we took to really bring more manufacturing and tech jobs to 
the Brooklyn Navy yard. To create opportunities for middle class families. But when I have 
disagreed with him in these four years or in anytime, I haven’t just criticized him like some of my 
opponents, I’ve beat him in those efforts. 

PI ROMAN: You know, we’re asking our viewers to give us questions for the candidates and I 
have one now from Susan of Brooklyn and she asks: What will you do to end the housing crisis 
for very low-income people in New York City? 

QUINN: You know, Susan’s right. This is an enormous problem. And it’s an enormous problem 
for homeless people, low income people, but also moderate and middle income people. So for 
homeless folks, were going to put a voucher system back in place so they have money they can 
use to get an apartment; they have an exit plan out of shelter. For low-income folks, were going 



to move forward with 40,000 more affordable apartments for low-income New Yorkers but I’m 
also, with 300 million dollars a year, each year over the next 10 years, going to build 40,000 
additional apartments for moderate and middle income New Yorkers. 

PI ROMAN: Now Speaker Quinn, last week Mayor Bloomberg essentially said that if New York 
City doesn’t seriously deal with its exploding pension and health care costs that we may be 
going down the road that Detroit finds itself in now, and which we were close to back in the 70s. 
Do you agree with him?

QUINN:  I don’t think that New Yorkers need to worry about New York City becoming Detroit. 
Now that said, the long-term finances of the city are always a serious matter and they’re going 
to be a serious matter for me when I’m mayor. And we have to be always cautious when we’re 
making long-term financial decisions. But look, I’m the only person running for mayor who’s 
balanced eight budgets a time. In my first 3 years as Speaker when we had surpluses, I did 
something no other city council in America did – we took $8 billion and prepaid future bills and 
$3 billion and put it in a rainy day fund. I bet Detroit wishes it had done that. Also, when we 
faced layoffs, I was able to bring unions and the Department of Education into a room and find 
$70 million worth of concessions that saved those jobs. But I’ve also been in rooms with union 
leaders when they’ve asked me for pension sweeteners that I knew we couldn’t afford. And 
even though I knew it might’ve cost me political support, I said no. Because you can’t spend 
more money than you have, that’s not right.
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PI ROMAN: But what are you going to do concretely, specifically, the first thing you’ll do as 
mayor, to reduce the cost of pensions, to reduce the cost of healthcare for the public employees 
of the city?

QUINN: Well, almost all if not all of the public contracts are going to be due, and what I’m going 
to do is get in a room with union leaders and negotiate them. You don’t negotiate things like that 
in the press.  You get in the room with the union leaders, you recognize that workers deserve a 
fair contract, that they deserve raises; they haven’t had them in a long time. But you also 
recognize you can’t spend more money than you have in the short term or in the long term. 

PI ROMAN: As you know some of your opponents in the Republican and Independent line say 
that no Democrat, including you, is going to be able to drive the necessary hard bargain with the 
public employees because you’re too beholden to them. 

QUINN: You know look, I don’t think getting a fair deal for New York’s taxpayers and a respectful 
deal for workers is about party, I don’t. We have a place where everybody lives or dies by their 
party affiliation, where if you’re not a member of their party they’re not going to work with you. If 
you’re not in total agreement with their party philosophies, you are on the outside. That’s 
Washington, D.C.  Not a lot of good things happen there. And I’m not going to subscribe no 
matter what my opponents say, to that kind of philosophy.

PI ROMAN: So finally Speaker Quinn, if you are elected—



QUINN: Let’s say when, let’s be a little positive in this interview!

PI ROMAN: [laughs]

QUINN: [laughs] I probably could say that, you can’t.

PI ROMAN: If you want to be positive, are you going to get 40%? 

QUINN: Oh that’s—there’s positive and then there’s, you know, a little more than positive. I’m 
going to be positively realistic and know I’m going to win in the end.

PI ROMAN: If you are elected, or when you’re elected, depending on the viewer’s point of view, 
you will be the first woman elected mayor of New York City, and the first openly gay person. 
How important is that to you?

QUINN: You know, you get up every day and you are who you are. And you just go about your 
life you don’t think all that much about – you’re just who you are, every day of your life. But then 
something will happen on the campaign, you know, where a mom will bring up a little girl or a 
grand mom will bring up a little girl and say, sweetie, this is woman I told you could be the 
mayor, is going to be the mayor. And you can see something in that child’s eye, that little girl’s 
eye that she’s seeing something she maybe never saw before. Or when I was in the gay pride 
parade in Brooklyn, and I hugged a man.  And he was really, it was a big hug.  A great hug. And 
when I stepped away he had tears in his eyes. And then there are moments like that that remind 
you that this is, [it] has significance beyond me as an individual. But the great thing about that, is 
it lifts everyone up. It lifts everybody up to higher ground, when any one of us or any group of 
people go to higher ground, we all do.   

PI ROMAN: Alright Speaker Quinn, thank you so much.

QUINN: Thank you very much.


