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Rafael PI ROMAN:

Mr. Albanese thanks so much for joining us. 

Sal ALBANESE:

 Great.

PI ROMAN: 

Now Mr. Albanese you’ve been out of politics for 16 years. Why did you decide to run for mayor, 
now?

ALBANESE: 

Well I’ve been in the private sector for the last 15 years working in law and finance and I got 
excited about returning to public service during the Obama candidacy. [In] 2007, I was an 
Obama delegate. And I’ve always had a burning desire to serve. And I saw the great 
enthusiasm, how so many people came together to elect a new president.  And I started thinking 
about it and then Sandy hit last year and I was really disappointed in the way the city and the 
state prepared for a storm that really was predicted years ago.  And I said, we have a reactive 
government. Talked to my family and said you know, I believe I can make a difference; I can 
make the city a better place. So I, I think that there’s a real opportunity for change so I decided 
to run for mayor. 

PI ROMAN: 

Mr. Albanese, I’m probably one the few people who can remember that in 1997 when you ran 
for mayor, you talked about New York City as being a “tale of two cities”—a, a theme that was 
consequently picked up by Freddy Ferrer in 2001 and 2005, when he ran for mayor, and by one 
of your opponents in this race. Is it still a “tale of two cities”?

ALBANESE: 

Yeah. Affordability is still a major issue in the city of New York. The fact is that we have a lot of 
good things going on but we still have lots of poverty in the city. 1.5 million New Yorkers are 
going hungry in this city. They have, they don’t have access to quality food. So we still have a 
tale of two cities. We have a large wealthy population which is good for the city but we also 
need a middle class and working class. So affordability is a major issue and the political class is 
doing nothing to address it. That’s why I’m in this race.

PI ROMAN:

 So concretely, give me one example of something that you will do to bring the city together. 
One thing.



ALBANESE: 

Well sure. The one thing that I will do is create more living wage jobs. I’ve got a plan to do that 
by – as you know I authored the city’s first living wage law in 1996 which provided for living 
wages for anybody who does business with the city in four areas. I want to expand that. We do 
18 billion dollars-worth of contract in that every year. I want to make sure that every contractor 
who does business with the city pays their employees a living wage—12 dollars an hour 
including health benefits. And that’s going to be, that’s going to be one of the benchmarks of my 
mayoralty. I also want to use the city’s great economic leverage to employ New Yorkers. For 
example, why can’t we built our subway cars, our buses, the taxis that we buy right here in New 
York City, in Hunt’s Point or Sunnyside Yard? That would create about 35,000 to 40,000 living 
wage jobs which would bring the unemployment rate down and also create a multiplier effect. 
You know, if we hire city residents, they spend money in the city, it helps demand. So nobody is 
paying attention to that Rafael and I want to focus on that. I also want to improve our schools. 
Quality education is very important. 

PI ROMAN:  

Now education, you were a teacher in the public school system for 11 years before you were 
elected to the city council. What would you do to improve the education of this city? Give us an 
example.

ALBANESE: 

I would focus on early intervention. You know, when I talk to parents and poor communities 
around the city, they know that IQ is not the problem. It’s poverty. Poverty causes stress, stress 
causes developmental issues. 0 to 3 is an important age. Kids come into our schools at 4 years 
of age from poor communities, they know about 300 words. Kids from middle class communities 
know about 1,400 words, so there is a huge gap and these kids wind up in special education, 
they wind up in our criminal justice system. We know now, beyond a reasonable doubt, that, 
that, the pivotal years are 0 to 3. So, I want to establish a Department for Early Learning, merge 
all the early child programs under one roof, and create pediatric wellness centers in low-income 
communities where parents, teachers, and doctors work together and, and begin to work with 
these kids before they come into our schools.

PI ROMAN: 

An expensive proposition, no?

ALBANESE: 

Well, I’m going to get them privately funded first. And I believe in the long run we’re going to 
save a tremendous amount of money. Special education’s expensive, we have to keep kids out 
of jail, criminal justice is an expensive proposition. We know now, beyond a reasonable doubt, 
Rafael, that those first three years are so significant, that, that it’s political malpractice not to 
address it.



PI ROMAN: 

Now, in January, you took umbridge when a reporter said that your candidacy was a long-shot, 
uh, and you said you know, “Stay tuned because the dynamics of the race will change.” The 
dynamics of the race have not changed, so, so much. You are still at the bottom of most polls. 
How do you change that dynamic in the weeks that are left?

ALBANESE: 

People are beginning to hone in on the race. I always said that, that the last couple weeks are 
pivotal. Right now most people don’t know about Sal Albanese, about 75%, but we are going to 
get there because people start focusing, uh, the last two weeks of the race.

PI ROMAN: 

Okay, Mr. Albanese, thank you so much.

ALBANESE: 

Thank you for having me, appreciate it.


