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Nature: Santa’s Wild Home 

Premieres Wednesday, November 25 at 8 p.m. on PBS (check local 

listings), pbs.org/nature and the PBS Video app 

 

Synopsis:  

Green lights dance across a star-filled sky, and snowflakes sparkle on the trees. It is little wonder 

Lapland is famous as a realm of elves and flying reindeer, the magical home of Santa Claus. 

However, this northernmost region of mainland Europe is a real place with real animals, such as 

reindeer, great gray owls, eagles, wolves, musk oxen and brown bears, who live out their lives in 

the tundra and forest. Get an intimate look into life in Lapland through the changing seasons, 

long after the Christmas lights are taken down, where only the toughest survive.  

 

Featured Species: 

• Great Gray owl 

• Eurasian wolf 

• Golden eagle 

• European Brown bear 

• Reindeer 

• Musk ox 

• Eurasian Lynx 

• Black grouse 

• Wolverine 

• Orca 



 

Buzzworthy Moments: 

• Witness the mass migration of hundreds of thousands of reindeer. Guided by Sami 

herders, the two-week journey is a spectacular sight. As the snow begins to thaw with the 

change of seasons, the reindeer need to reach their feeding grounds by the coast, before 

the snow gets too soft to run on.  

 

• A mother brown bear teaches her young cubs how to find food and to survive threats, 

such as older male bears and wolverines. Each scrap of meat can be contested, as seen 

when the mother bear and a wolf fight over a meal.  

 

• The great gray owl is a nomad in the frozen forests. These owls can fly more than 1,000 

miles in search of prey, hunting for signs of movement beneath the snow. One female owl 

has three little owlets to keep fed, and they demand several large meals a day.  

 

Noteworthy Facts: 

• Life in Lapland is a life of extremes. In the bleak midwinter, temperatures fall to 50 

degrees below freezing and darkness lasts for weeks on end. Musk oxen survive this time 

of year by simply standing still; they hardly move or even feed for days at a time. 

 

• The Northern Lights, or the Aurora Borealis, was once thought to be the trail of a 

mythical fire fox dashing through the snow. According to Finnish folklore, the hunter 

who catches the fox would be rich and famous.  

  

• Orca are known as “wolves of the sea.” They have a special way of hunting herring, 

through a quick turn and their powerful tails sending shockwaves through the water to 

stun the fish. Gathering billions of herring with this technique keeps orca sustained 

through the long winter. 

 

Long TV Listing: 

Get an intimate look at the wildlife of Lapland, a region in northern Finland, the fabled home of 

Santa Claus and actual home of reindeer, great gray owls, wolverines, eagles, wolves, musk oxen, 

brown bears and more. 

 

Short TV Listing: 

Journey to Lapland, where tales of Santa Claus mingle with hearty wildlife and stunning 

landscapes. 

 

Running Time: 60 minutes 

 

Series Overview: 

Nature is a voice for the natural world, bringing the wonders of wildlife and stories of 

conservation to millions of American viewers. The series has won more than 700 honors from 



the television industry, the international wildlife film communities and environmental 

organizations, including 19 Emmys and three Peabody Awards. Nature is a production of 

THIRTEEN PRODUCTIONS LLC for WNET and PBS.  

 

Production Credits: 

Nature: Santa’s Wild Home is a production of Terra Mater Factual Studios in association 

with THIRTEEN PRODUCTIONS LLC for WNET. Written and directed by Matt Hamilton and 

edited by Tim Coope. Scott Brick is narrator. For TMFS, Martin Mészáros and Sabine Holzer are 

Executive Producers. For Nature, Fred Kaufman is Executive Producer. Bill Murphy is Series 

Producer and Janet Hess is Series Editor. 

  

Underwriters: 

Support for Nature: Santa’s Wild Home is provided by The Arnhold Family in memory of 

Henry and Clarisse Arnhold, Sue and Edgar Wachenheim III, The Fairweather Foundation, the 

Kate W. Cassidy Foundation, Kathy Chiao and Ken Hao, the Filomen M. D’Agostino Foundation, 

Charles Rosenblum, Sandra Atlas Bass, the Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust,  Doris R. and 

Robert J. Thomas, by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and by public television viewers. 

 

Websites:  

pbs.org/nature; facebook.com/PBSNature; twitter.com/PBSNature; instagram.com/pbsnature; 

youtube.com/naturepbs, tiktok.com/@pbsnature, #NaturePBS 

 
About WNET 
WNET is America’s flagship PBS station: parent company of New York’s THIRTEEN and WLIW21 
and operator of NJTV, the statewide public media network in New Jersey. Through its new ALL ARTS 
multi-platform initiative, its broadcast channels, three cable services (THIRTEEN PBSKids, Create 
and World) and online streaming sites, WNET brings quality arts, education and public affairs 
programming to more than five million viewers each month. WNET produces and presents a wide 
range of acclaimed PBS series, including Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, 

PBS NewsHour Weekend, and the nightly interview program Amanpour and Company. In 
addition, WNET produces numerous documentaries, children’s programs, and local news and 
cultural offerings, as well as multi-platform initiatives addressing poverty and climate. Through 
THIRTEEN Passport and WLIW Passport, station members can stream new and archival 
THIRTEEN, WLIW and PBS programming anytime, anywhere.  

 


