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NATURE Highlights the Plight of Three Endangered 

Species with New Digital Short Films  

Learn about efforts to save the tree kangaroos in Papua New Guinea, 

bighorn sheep in Montana and snow leopards in India 

 

Films will stream on pbs.org/nature and youtube.com/naturepbs 

beginning December 3 

 

Beginning on December 3, 2018, Nature will spotlight three important conservation stories 

with 8-12 minute digital short films. The films, which were all shot and directed by Joseph 

Pontecorvo (Yosemite, Snow Monkeys), focus on the work of conservationists in conjunction 

with local communities to help preserve endangered species.  

These short films are part of Nature’s multi-platform mission to provide a voice for the 

natural world and to act as a showcase for wildlife filmmaking that inspires and engages. 

Each film will be available to stream on pbs.org/nature and on YouTube. A live Q&A with 

the conservationists will be hosted on the Nature Facebook page the day after each 

premiere. In addition, two of the films will have an accompanying 360 VR  experience for 

viewers to get a firsthand look at the environments of these creatures. 

The three short films are as follows: 

 



A Life Among the Clouds: A Nature Short Film 

Premieres Monday, December 3 on pbs.org/nature 

Join Lisa Dabek and her team with Woodland Park Zoo’s Tree Kangaroo Conservation 

Program as they journey into the remote cloud forests of Papua New Guinea. Meet one of the 

most elusive creatures you will ever see in the wild - the Matschie’s tree kangaroo. See how 

the local people are helping to protect this rare marsupial and its forest home.  

Kangaroos and Coffee 360 VR 

Premieres Thursday, December 6 on youtube.com/naturepbs 

Take a virtual reality tour of a remote pristine rain forest on the northeast coast of 

Papua New Guinea. Here, researchers with Woodland Park Zoo’s Tree Kangaroo 

Conservation Program release a Matschie’s tree kangaroo back into the wild. And see 

how coffee production is saving these animals.  

Running with the Herd: A Nature Short Film 

Premieres Monday, December 10 on pbs.org/nature 

Biologist Jack Hogg has been studying a herd of wild bighorn sheep on Montana’s National 

Bison Range for more than 35 years. When Jack’s herd gets infected with a deadly form of 

pneumonia, he goes in search of answers. The film uncovers the frightening truth about a 

pervasive epidemic that threatens one of North America’s most iconic animals.   

Running with the Herd 360 VR 

Premieres Thursday, December 13 on youtube.com/naturepbs 

A 360 VR experience that takes you inside a herd of bighorn sheep in the wilds of 

Montana. The virtual reality experience explores the impact of respiratory disease on 

bighorn sheep. 

Living with Snow Leopards – Tashi’s Story: A Nature Short Film 

Premieres Monday, December 17 on pbs.org/nature 

In the frigid Indian Himalayas, people manage to eke out a living alongside one of Asia’s 

most elusive cats: the snow leopard. Today there may be as few as 4,000 of these great cats 

remaining in the wild, and with the snow leopards‘ prey in decline, encounters between 

herders and the cat are on the rise. Explore this fragile relationship through the eyes of 

Tashi, a local goatherder, and learn how his village has partnered with the Snow Leopard 

Trust to find ways to both live with and save one of the rarest cats on Earth. 

 

 

 



Series Overview: 

Nature is a voice for the natural world, bringing the wonders of wildlife and stories of 

conservation to millions of American viewers. Nature has won more than 700 honors from 

the television industry, the international wildlife film communities and environmental 

organizations, including 18 Emmys and three Peabody Awards. Nature is a production of 

THIRTEEN PRODUCTIONS LLC for WNET and PBS. For Nature, Fred Kaufman is 

Executive Producer. Bill Murphy is Series Producer and Janet Hess is Series Editor. 

 

Underwriters: 

Support for Nature programming is made possible in part by the Arnhold Family in 

memory of Clarisse Arnhold, Sue and Edgar Wachenheim III, the Kate W. Cassidy 

Foundation, the Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust, Kathy Chiao and Ken Hao, the Anderson 

Family Fund, the Filomen M. D’Agostino Foundation, Rosalind P. Walter, the Halmi Family 

in memory of Robert Halmi, Sr., Sandra Atlas Bass, by the Corporation for Public 

Broadcasting, and by the nation’s public television stations. 

Websites:  

pbs.org/nature  

facebook.com/PBSNature 

twitter.com/PBSNature 

instagram.com/pbsnature 

youtube.com/naturepbs  

#NaturePBS 

About WNET 
WNET is America’s flagship PBS station and parent company of THIRTEEN and WLIW21, 
home to ALL ARTS.  WNET also operates NJTV, the statewide public media network in New 
Jersey. Through its broadcast channels, three cable services (THIRTEEN PBSKids, Create 
and World) and online streaming sites, WNET brings quality arts, education and public 
affairs programming to more than five million viewers each week. WNET produces and 
presents such acclaimed PBS series as Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, PBS 
NewsHour Weekend, the new nightly interview program Amanpour and Company and a 
range of documentaries, children’s programs, and local news and cultural offerings. WNET’s 
groundbreaking series for children and young adults include Get the Math, Oh Noah! and 
Cyberchase as well as Mission US, the award-winning interactive history experience. WNET 
highlights the tri-state’s unique issues and culture through NJTV News with Mary Alice 
Williams and MetroFocus, NYC-ARTS, Treasures of New York, Theater Close-Up, and 
WLIW Arts Beat. WNET creates online-only programming, including the award-winning 
series about gender identity, First Person. Through multi-platform initiatives Chasing the 
Dream: Poverty and Opportunity in America and Peril and Promise: The Challenge of 
Climate Change, WNET showcases the human stories around these issues and promising 
solutions.  The weekly program SciTech Now explores the nexus of new ideas in science and 
technology.  Through THIRTEEN Passport and WLIW Passport, station members can 
stream new and archival THIRTEEN, WLIW and PBS programming anytime, anywhere. 


