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What Makes a Great Book 

 

New York metro area premieres Thursday, September 6 at 8:30 p.m. on 

WLIW and Sunday, September 9 at 7:30 p.m. on THIRTEEN 

 

Airs nationwide September 2018 on public television (check local listings) 

in honor of The Great American Read on PBS 

 

Synopsis:  

An original concept, an enticing plot, a compelling protagonist – what are the 

elements that make a book meaningful? Hosted by Meredith Vieira, the 

documentary explores the pillars of great writing by showcasing local voices who 

explain how books have impacted their lives in profound ways. The chapters of 

What Makes a Great Book include character, plot and style and includes content 

from local PBS stations across the country to coincide with The Great American 

Read, PBS’ eight-part television and online series exploring America’s 100 most-

loved novels.  

 

Short Description: 

An original concept, an enticing plot, a compelling protagonist – what are the 

elements that make a book meaningful? This documentary explores the pillars of 

great writing through local voices who explain how books have impacted their lives in 

profound ways. Meredith Vieira hosts. 

 

Run time: 30 minutes 

 

Production Credits: 

What Makes a Great Book is a production of WLIW LLC for WNET. Ann 

Benjamin is director. Meredith Vieira is host. Sasha Schechter is producer. Ashton 

Brooks is associate producer. Derren Peister is editor. Diane Masciale is executive 

producer. Distributed nationally by Wavelength, a digital content sharing platform 

for public media stations nationwide, powered by WNET. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Underwriters: 

What Makes a Great Book, the companion documentary to THE GREAT 

AMERICAN READ, is/was made possible in part by The Corporation for Public 

Broadcasting, a grant from Anne Ray Foundation, and public television viewers. 

 

Websites: 

https://www.wliw.org /  http://www.facebook.com/wliw21 / @WLIW21 

https://www.thirteen.org / http://www.facebook.com/thirteenwnet  / @ThirteenWNET 

 

### 
 

About WNET 
WNET is America’s flagship PBS station and parent company of THIRTEEN and 
WLIW21. WNET also operates NJTV, the statewide public media network in New Jersey. 
Through its broadcast channels, three cable services (THIRTEEN PBSKids, Create and 
World) and online streaming sites, WNET brings quality arts, education and public affairs 
programming to more than five million viewers each week. WNET produces and presents 
such acclaimed PBS series as Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, PBS 
NewsHour Weekend and a range of documentaries, children’s programs, and local news 
and cultural offerings. WNET’s groundbreaking series for children and young adults 
include Get the Math, Oh Noah! And Cyberchase as well as Mission US, the award-
winning interactive history experience. WNET highlights the tri-state’s unique culture 
and diverse communities through NYC-ARTS, Theater Close-Up, NJTV News with Mary 
Alice Williams and MetroFocus, the daily multi-platform news magazine focusing on the 
New York region. In addition, WNET produces online-only programming including the 
award-winning series about gender identity, First Person. Through multi-platform 
initiatives Chasing the Dream: Poverty and Opportunity in America and Peril and 
Promise: The Challenge of Climate Change, WNET showcases the human stories around 
these issues and promising solutions. In 2015, THIRTEEN launched Passport, an online 
streaming service which allows members to see new and archival THIRTEEN and PBS 
programming anytime, anywhere: www.thirteen.org/passport. 


