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THIRTEEN’s Nature Details how Manatees, Parrots, and 

Turtles are Making a Comeback on Viva Puerto Rico 

Wednesday, April 12, 2017 on PBS 

 

Jimmy Smits narrates this story spotlighting the work of three conservationists 
 

There are important conservation efforts underway in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico to 

protect its endangered native wildlife from extinction on land and sea. Once home to ancient 

rainforests that covered the Caribbean island when Columbus first landed in 1493, centuries of 

development have impacted Puerto Rico’s rich natural resources. By 1900, only five percent of its 

rainforests remained, causing a major loss of habitat.  

 Viva Puerto Rico follows the work of three conservationists and the ways in which 

each is trying to restore populations of the island’s most endangered species:  the Puerto Rican 

Amazon parrot, Leatherback turtle, and manatee. The program premieres Wednesday, April 12, 

2017 at 8 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings) and streams at pbs.org/nature. 

 The film states that there was a time when only 13 Puerto Rican Amazon parrots were left 

in existence. But wildlife biologist Jafet Vélez-Valentín, who manages the Puerto Rican Parrot 

Recovery Program, has devoted his life to increasing their numbers. He and his team run a 
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captive breeding program for these rare birds at an undisclosed location in the rainforest. They 

have developed techniques to improve the number of chicks that hatch. They employ exercise 

training for the juveniles to build up their wing muscles and increase their ability to fly long 

enough to evade predators in the wild. The episode documents the release of Vélez-Valentín’s 

largest ever flock, composed of 24 parrots, into El Yunque National Forest increasing the wild 

population by 10%. 

 The warm tropical waters surrounding Puerto Rico are home to five threatened native 

species of sea turtles. Carlos Diez is a world-renowned turtle conservationist whose research on 

the Hawksbill turtle led to an international trade ban on its shell. Diez documents the key 

evidence needed to make the legal case to protect a crucial nesting site of the endangered 

Leatherback turtle from potential development at Dorado Beach. At night, a female Leatherback 

emerges from the sea to dig her nest two feet down in the sand, then lays about 80 eggs. Two 

months later, the last of the hatchlings are seen at sunrise making a mad dash to the ocean to 

evade capture by sea birds. Diez then presents his testimony in court along with other members 

of the community and the judge decides the fate of the beach. 

 The final story takes place at the Manatee Conservation Center where Dr. Antonio 

(“Tony”) Mignucci and his team care for, treat, and rehabilitate injured and stranded marine 

mammals. The film focuses on Mignucci’s efforts to prepare two juvenile manatees for a return 

to the sea. Before that happens, they will need to weigh at least 600 pounds each and be in good 

health. With only 700 manatees left in the Puerto Rican waters, it is hoped the two manatees, a 

male and female, will also breed when they are released. When it’s time to transport the pair to a 

fenced off area of a bay to allow them time to acclimatize, the Center receives all kinds of help 

from the National Guard, Department of Natural and Environmental Resources, the police, and 

dozens of volunteers. In three months, the gates to the sea pen will open to allow the manatees to 

head into the ocean. As for the island’s rainforests, more than 60 percent are starting to recover 

as conservation awareness and efforts continue to be adopted by the people of Puerto Rico. 

Nature is a production of THIRTEEN PRODUCTIONS LLC for WNET. For Nature, 

Fred Kaufman is executive producer. Viva Puerto Rico is a Windfall Films West 

Production/Part of the Argonon Group for THIRTEEN Productions LLC and BBC Studios in 

association with WNET. 

Nature pioneered a television genre that is now widely emulated in the broadcast 

industry.  Throughout its history, Nature has brought the natural world to millions of viewers.  

The series has been consistently among the most-watched primetime series on public television.   

Nature has won more than 700 honors from the television industry, the international 

wildlife film communities and environmental organizations, including 17 Emmys and three 

Peabodys. The series received two of wildlife film industry’s highest honors: the Christopher 

Parsons Outstanding Achievement Award given by the Wildscreen Festival and the Grand Teton 

Award given by the Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival. The International Wildlife Film Festival 



honored Nature executive producer Fred Kaufman with its Lifetime Achievement Award for 

Media. 

PBS.org/nature is the award-winning web companion to Nature, featuring streaming 

episodes, filmmaker interviews, teacher’s guides and more. 

Support for this Nature program was made possible in part by the Arnhold Family in 

memory of Clarisse Arnhold, Sue and Edgar Wachenheim III, the Kate W. Cassidy Foundation, 

the Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust, the Filomen M. D’Agostino Foundation, Rosalind P. 

Walter, Sandra Atlas Bass, the Arlene and Milton D. Berkman Philanthropic Fund, by the 

Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and by the nation’s public television stations.  
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About WNET 
WNET is America’s flagship PBS station and parent company of THIRTEEN and WLIW21. WNET 
also operates NJTV, the statewide public media network in New Jersey. Through its broadcast 
channels, three cable services (KidsThirteen, Create and World) and online streaming sites, WNET 
brings quality arts, education and public affairs programming to more than five million viewers each 
week. WNET produces and presents such acclaimed PBS series as Nature, Great Performances, 
American Masters, PBS NewsHour Weekend, Charlie Rose and a range of documentaries, children’s 
programs, and local news and cultural offerings. WNET’s groundbreaking series for children and 
young adults include Get the Math, Oh Noah! and Cyberchase as well as Mission US, the award-
winning interactive history game. WNET highlights the tri-state’s unique culture and diverse 
communities through NYC-ARTS, Theater Close-Up, NJTV News with Mary Alice Williams and 
MetroFocus, the daily multi-platform news magazine focusing on the New York region. In addition, 
WNET produces online-only programming including the award-winning series about gender identity, 
First Person, and an intergenerational look at tech and pop culture, The Chatterbox with Kevin and 
Grandma Lill. In 2015, THIRTEEN launched Passport, an online streaming service which allows 
members to see new and archival THIRTEEN and PBS programming anytime, anywhere: 
www.thirteen.org/passport. 
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