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THIRTEEN’s Nature Tells the Story of a Wildlife  

Cameraman’s Return Visit to His Homeland in 

My Congo 

Wednesday, October 19, 2016 on PBS 

 
Cinematographer Vianet D’jenguet takes viewers along on a personal journey 

 

Despite the number of years living and working as a wildlife cameraman in Europe, Vianet 

D’jenguet always carried fond childhood memories of the Congo wherever he traveled. In his job, 

D’jenguet filmed in many locations across Africa, but never in his homeland. My Congo 

represents his first opportunity to film in his native country and to be in front of the camera as 

he takes viewers to his favorite places to witness the diversity of wildlife, stunning landscapes, 

and friendly people. 

In this first-person account, D’jenguet visits sites that evoke happy family memories, 

tours a famous chimpanzee sanctuary, films a variety of animals and birds in vast national parks, 

and makes his way through a remote jungle in search of his roots. My Congo airs Wednesday, 

October 19, 2016 at 8 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings). After the broadcast, the episode 

will be available for limited online streaming at pbs.org/nature. 
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More than 20 years after his physician father, a malaria specialist, moved the family to 

Paris to treat students and diplomats, D’jenguet begins his homecoming in the capital city of 

Brazzaville where he was born. He emphasizes that there are two Congos in Africa:  the 

Democratic Republic of Congo and D’jenguet’s smaller Republic of Congo. The two nations are 

separated by the Congo River, the second largest in the world. As he tours the city’s bustling 

markets, the sights and sounds remind him of his childhood with venders selling fresh fish from 

that river as well as a variety of fruits and vegetables.  

My Congo next ventures into the countryside where the wildlife cameraman shows 

viewers many of his favorite spots. He starts on the coast at Point Noire where his family often 

spent vacations and then travels to Tchimpounga, the largest chimpanzee sanctuary in Africa. 

D’jenguet is moved when he’s introduced to young orphaned chimps being rehabilitated after 

being victims of poachers and the pet trade. Set up by the Jane Goodall Institute nearly 25 years 

ago, the sanctuary also engages with the next generation to promote animal conservation.  

Heading north, D’jenguet heads out in early morning to film all kinds of birds, such as 

huge Palm Nut vultures, swallows, kingfishers, manakins, and Pin-tailed whydah birds which 

resemble little peacocks. He mentions there are more than 600 species of birds alone in his 

homeland. But once he reaches Odzala National Park, it is clear which animal is his favorite:  the 

forest elephant, which rarely grows taller than eight feet, but has big tusks. It is only found in the 

Congo basin and its growing population is protected, at least in the Republic of Congo. 

An eight-hour hike through the wild equatorial rainforest of D’jenguet’s ancestors holds 

an unexpected surprise for the native son when he meets up with some of the last, indigenous 

Forest People. He discovers a deeper family connection to his homeland – that D’jenguet’s great-

grandfather Sokondi still is deeply revered by the tribe as their protector. He shows how they use 

traditional techniques to get everything they need from the forest. 

Continuing through the rainforest with camera and tripod in tow, D’jenguet heads by 

river to what he describes as “the best place to see wildlife in the whole of Africa.” It is a clearing 

called Mbeli Bai in Nouabale-Ndoki National Park where there are endless sightings of forest 

elephants, Western Lowland gorillas, forest buffalo, and sitatungas or swamp antelopes. It’s here 

that D’jenguet ends his journey having learned more about himself, his country, and why he 

became a wildlife cameraman in the first place. 

Nature is a production of THIRTEEN PRODUCTIONS LLC for WNET. For Nature, Fred 

Kaufman is executive producer. My Congo is a co-production with THIRTEEN Productions LLC 

and BBC in association with WNET. 

Nature pioneered a television genre that is now widely emulated in the broadcast industry.  

Throughout its history, Nature has brought the natural world to millions of viewers.  The series has 

been consistently among the most-watched primetime series on public television.   

Nature has won more than 700 honors from the television industry, the international 

wildlife film communities and environmental organizations, including 17 Emmys and three Peabodys. 

The series received two of wildlife film industry’s highest honors: the Christopher Parsons 



Outstanding Achievement Award given by the Wildscreen Festival and the Grand Teton Award given 

by the Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival. The International Wildlife Film Festival honored Nature 

executive producer Fred Kaufman with its Lifetime Achievement Award for Media. 

PBS.org/nature is the award-winning web companion to Nature, featuring streaming 

episodes, filmmaker interviews, teacher’s guides and more. 

Support for this Nature program was made possible in part by the Arnhold Family in 

memory of Clarisse Arnhold, Sue and Edgar Wachenheim III, the Kate W. Cassidy Foundation, the 

Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust, the Filomen M. D’Agostino Foundation, Rosalind P. Walter, Sandra 

Atlas Bass, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and public television viewers. 
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About WNET 
WNET is America’s flagship PBS station and parent company of THIRTEEN and WLIW21. 
WNET also operates NJTV, the statewide public media network in New Jersey. Through its 
broadcast channels, three cable services (KidsThirteen, Create and World) and online streaming 
sites, WNET brings quality arts, education and public affairs programming to more than five 
million viewers each week. WNET produces and presents such acclaimed PBS series as Nature, 
Great Performances, American Masters, PBS NewsHour Weekend, Charlie Rose and a range of 
documentaries, children’s programs, and local news and cultural offerings. WNET’s 
groundbreaking series for children and young adults include Get the Math, Oh Noah! and 
Cyberchase as well as Mission US, the award-winning interactive history game. WNET highlights 
the tri-state’s unique culture and diverse communities through NYC-ARTS, Reel 13, NJTV News 
with Mary Alice Williams and MetroFocus, the daily multi-platform news magazine focusing on 
the New York region. In addition, WNET produces online-only programming including the 
award-winning series about gender identity, First Person, and an intergenerational look at tech 
and pop culture, The Chatterbox with Kevin and Grandma Lill. In 2015, THIRTEEN launched 
Passport, an online streaming service which allows members to see new and archival THIRTEEN 
and PBS programming anytime, anywhere: www.thirteen.org/passport  
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