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WNET Launches First Theatrical Imprint 

American Masters Pictures 

 
Documentaries Norman Lear: Just Another Version of You, Richard 

Linklater – Dream is Destiny and Maya Angelou: Still I Rise 

World Premiere at Sundance Film Festival 

 
(Park City, UT — January 22, 2016) Today at the Sundance Film Festival, WNET, 

parent company of New York’s public television stations THIRTEEN and 

WLIW21 and operator of NJTV, announced the launch of its first theatrical 

imprint, American Masters Pictures, for documentaries co-produced by the 

American Masters series, executive produced by Michael Kantor. The first 

three films under the banner have their world premieres at Sundance: Heidi 

Ewing and Rachel Grady’s Norman Lear: Just Another Version of You 

(Day One), Louis Black and Karen Bernstein’s Richard Linklater – Dream is 

Destiny (January 26) and Bob Hercules and Rita Coburn Whack’s Maya 

Angelou: And Still I Rise (January 26). The three documentaries will have 

their exclusive U.S. broadcast premieres on PBS as part of the American 

Masters series with Lear and Angelou slated for fall 2016 (check local 

listings). Cinetic Media negotiated the deal on behalf of the Linklater 

filmmakers. Non-broadcast rights for all films are still available. 

 “When Michael approached me with the idea for American Masters 

Pictures, I thought it was a natural progression for the series, which has always 

worked with independent filmmakers,” said Stephen Segaller, vice president of 



 
 
 
 
 
 
programming at WNET. “Our commitment to the independent film community is 

real and we want it to continue to thrive.” 

 “I’m thrilled to launch American Masters Pictures at Sundance Film 

Festival, the premier festival for indie films. There is a huge appetite for 

documentary films now, and we want to reach as many people as possible,” said 

Kantor. “Our goal is to support filmmakers and their films every step of the way. 

We can help them tailor their distribution strategies from film festivals to limited 

theatrical release, broadcast, online, DVD, VOD, OTT and everywhere viewers 

can see our incredible films.” 

 Additional American Masters Pictures documentaries currently 

making the festival circuit rounds or in limited theatrical release include Nancy 

Buirski’s By Sidney Lumet and Amy Berg’s Janis: Little Girl Blue. Films in 

production include Hedy: The Untold Story of Actress & Inventor Hedy 

Lamarr (w.t.) directed by Alexandra Dean and Sammy Davis, Jr.: I’ve 

Gotta Be Me directed by Sam Pollard. 

Launched in 1986, American Masters has earned 28 Emmy Awards — 

including 10 for Outstanding Non-Fiction Series and five for Outstanding Non-

Fiction Special — 12 Peabodys, an Oscar, three Grammys, two Producers Guild 

Awards and many other honors. The series’ 30th anniversary season on PBS 

begins January 29 with Elaine May’s Mike Nichols: American Masters and 

continues with Jon Brewer’s B.B. King: The Life of Riley (February 12), 

George Scott’s Carole King: Natural Woman (February 19), Joe Lauro’s 

Fats Domino and The Birth of Rock ’n’ Roll (February 26), Yap Films’ 

Loretta Lynn: Still a Mountain Girl (March 4), Berg’s Janis: Little Girl 

Blue (May 3) and Jim Brown’s The Highwaymen: Friends Till the End 

(w.t.) (May 27). To further explore the lives and works of masters past and 

present, the American Masters website (http://pbs.org/americanmasters) 

offers streaming video of select films, outtakes, filmmaker interviews, photos, 

educational resources and more. The series is a production of THIRTEEN 

PRODUCTIONS LLC for WNET and is also seen on the WORLD channel. 

 
About WNET 
As New York’s flagship public media provider and the parent company of THIRTEEN 
and WLIW21 and operator of NJTV, WNET brings quality arts, education and public 
affairs programming to more than 5 million viewers each week. WNET produces and 
presents such acclaimed PBS series as Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, 
PBS NewsHour Weekend, Charlie Rose and a range of documentaries, children’s 
programs, and local news and cultural offerings available on air and online. Pioneers in 
educational programming, WNET has created such groundbreaking series as Get the 
Math, Oh Noah! and Cyberchase and provides tools for educators that bring compelling 
content to life in the classroom and at home. WNET highlights the tri-state’s unique 
culture and diverse communities through NYC-ARTS, Reel 13, NJTV News with Mary 
Alice Williams and MetroFocus, the multi-platform news magazine focusing on the New 



 
 
 
 
 
 
York region. WNET is also a leader in connecting with viewers on emerging platforms, 
including the THIRTEEN Explore App where users can stream PBS content for free.  
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