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FILMS BYKIDS, New Five-Part Documentary Series, 

Gives Voice to Youth from Diverse Cultures 

 

Public Television series, pairs youth with noted filmmakers, 

to tell their personal stories about critical global issues  

Ashley Judd serves as series narrator 

 

Their World. Their Films. These words best define the new five-part series, FILMS BYKIDS, a 

partnership between THIRTEEN, the flagship station of PBS, and BYkids, a non-profit 

organization, to bring the voice of five young filmmakers from different cultures to a wider 

audience through the power and reach of public media. FILMS BYKIDS pairs master 

filmmakers, including the late Albert Maysles (Grey Gardens, Salesman, Gimme Shelter), Neal 

Baer (Under the Dome, Law and Order SVU, ER) and Joyce Chopra (Smooth Talk), among 

others, with teenagers from around the world to create short personal documentaries that 

educate Americans as they encourage international understanding and engagement about 

globally relevant issues. Emmy-nominated actress Ashley Judd serves as series narrator, 



introducing each 30-minute film in the five-part series that offers a perspective rarely seen in 

mainstream media.  The young storytellers featured in FILMS BYKIDS grew up experiencing 

the effects of exile, illiteracy, disease, war and bigotry. They include: the 17-year-old exiled king 

of Tibet; a girl from rural India, striving for an education; an orphan in Mozambique, who lost 

both parents to AIDS; a girl from Colombia displaced by civil war; and a Yemeni immigrant in 

New York, bullied because of her Islamic identity.    

 

FILMS BYKIDS will air nationally on public television stations beginning Tuesday, January 19, 

2016 via the APT Exchange (check local listings). In New York, the series premieres Sundays, 

January 24 – February 21, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. ET on THIRTEEN and Sundays, January 31 – 

February 28 at 6 p.m. ET on WLIW. 

 

BYkids has been pairing young storytellers with established filmmakers since 2009. “It is the 

intent of FILMS BYKIDS to connect youth and film to create global change especially in 

American classrooms,” says BYkids Founder and Executive director, Holly Carter. “The mission 

of FILMS BYKIDS – which aligns perfectly with WNET’s mission – is to use film as a tool for 

global understanding and a catalyst for action, empowering Americans with knowledge and 

giving young people a voice,” says Sandra Sheppard, executive producer for THIRTEEN. 

“THIRTEEN is fortunate to have the opportunity to partner with Holly Carter and BYkids in 

extending the reach of the films and enhancing their educational impact through the creation of 

digital resources.” The FILMS BYKIDS stories are selected by a committee that includes 

UNICEF and a group of nationally-recognized journalists, filmmakers, teens and non-profit 

leaders. The stories carry the universal values of courage, perseverance and dignity. Each story is 

given to the FILMS BYKIDS' Film Mentor who spends one month helping the young person 

make the film.  

 

For the first time, these stories will be broadcast on public media. In addition, the series 

companion website will offer streaming video of the five films at thirteen.org/filmsbykids.  

Resources for educators designed to engage students in meaningful conversations about world 

issues will be available on PBS LearningMedia, beginning January 19. For more information 

about the specific narratives, see the program descriptions  

 
 
Home Is Where You Find It (Mozambique) 
 

16-year-old Alcides Soares, like hundreds of thousands of kids in Mozambique, lost his parents 

to AIDS. Alcides is living apart from his sister and searching for a little brother he hasn't seen in 

10 years. While he found shelter with a neighbor, many of Alcides' friends are living on their 



own, hoping for a better situation. Mentored by filmmakers Neal Baer and Chris Zalla, Alcides 

conveys his inspiring story about finding family and how he and his young friends face hardship 

with dignity and resilience.  

 

“Storytelling is our basic way of communicating our dreams, our hopes and our fears. 

Yet many stories go unheard, stories that could move us, stories that could motivate us 

to take action, because the poor and the disenfranchised too often do not have the 

technology to tell their personal tales.”  

  Neal Baer (Executive Producer, Under the Dome, Law and Order SVU, ER) 

 
My Country Is Tibet (Tibet) 
 
India is home to tens of thousands of Tibetan refugees. But only one–17-year-old Namgyal 

Wangchuk Trichen Lhagyari–was crowned King of Tibet by the Dalai Lama. The only living 

descendent of Songtsen Gampo, the first Dharma King of Tibet (617-698 AD), this young exiled 

king doesn't live in a palace; he lives in a settlement and does chores. It's unclear whether he will 

ever be able to return to his homeland and assume the responsibilities of king. Mentored by 

filmmaker Dirk Simon, Namgyal shows how he and other young exiles preserve their traditional 

culture while hoping to return to an independent Tibet.  

 

“BYkids will provide [Namgyal] the opportunity to share with an international audience 

both his unique perspective and the story of his generation.” 

Dirk Simon (Director, Between the Lines) 

 
Fire In Our Hearts (India) 
 
Like most girls from rural India, 16-year-old Jayshree Janu Kharpade never expected to get an 

education. Instead, she had to work to help support her family. But union organizers were 

determined that girls from poor tribal villages have a better future and built a school. Film 

mentor, Joyce Chopra, a pioneer of documentary film, helped Jayshree share her journey from 

illiterate laborer, to scholar and young activist - in this powerful story that illuminates the social 

and economic potential of educating girls in the developing world.  

 
“I was constantly amazed at the courage these young people showed in the face of 

difficulties most of us would collapse under… to have young people from around the 

globe shape their own film stories so that we may learn from them is truly inspiring.”  
Joyce Chopra (Producer/director, Smooth Talks, The Lady in Question, That Our 

Children Will Not Die) 
 
Displaced But Not Defeated (Colombia) 
 
For decades, civil war has raged in Colombia. Violence has displaced millions of people, like 16-

year-old María Ceballos, who fled her home when guerrillas killed her father. Moving from gang-

infested settlements to over-crowded rooms, María's family finds comfort among fellow 

displaced families and moments of joy in creative endeavors. Through her lens and mentored by 

filmmaker Susan Hoenig, María puts a human face on displacement.  

 



“By giving kids the tools to create their own documentaries, these stories can finally be 

told from their perspective, a point of view that will hopefully strike a chord with others 

in similar situations throughout the world…”  
Susan Hoenig (produced shows for Discovery, National Geographic, Fox, ABC, 

NBC and CBS) 
 
Poet Against Prejudice (United States) 

 
Moving to a new country was challenging for Faiza Almontaser, a 17-year-old from New York 

City, who immigrated with her family to the US from Yemen when she was in middle school. She 

faced vicious bullying because of her Islamic identity and lost close friends to hate crimes. 

Through it all, her family still embraced their new home, and Faiza found a creative outlet for 

self-expression.  Mentored by the legendary pioneer of direct cinema, Albert Maysles, Faiza's 

film documents her courageous and inspiring journey from victim to activist.  

 

“BYkids is one of the most exciting projects to come my way in a long time. The idea of 

giving youth around the world the tools to tell their own stories with the expert help of 

filmmakers is brilliant and will go a long way in opening the eyes of Americans to the 

voices of kids and to the richness of the world. I am thrilled to be part of this team.  

Albert Maysles (Director/Cinematographer, Grey Gardens, Salesman, When We 

Were Kings, Gimme Shelter)  

 
FILMS BYKIDS is a production of BYkids in association with THIRTEEN Productions LLC for 

WNET. Executive Producer for BYkids is Holly Carter.  Executive Producer for THIRTEEN is 

Sandra Sheppard.  Senior Producer for THIRTEEN is Suzanne Rose.  

 

### 
About WNET 
As New York’s flagship public media provider and the parent company of THIRTEEN and WLIW21 and operator 
of NJTV, WNET brings quality arts, education and public affairs programming to more than 5 million viewers 
each week. WNET produces and presents such acclaimed PBS series as Nature, Great Performances, American 
Masters, PBS NewsHour Weekend, Charlie Rose and a range of documentaries, children’s programs, and local 
news and cultural offerings available on air and online. Pioneers in educational programming, WNET has created 
such groundbreaking series as Get the Math, Oh Noah! and Cyberchase and provides tools for educators that 
bring compelling content to life in the classroom and at home. WNET highlights the tri-state’s unique culture 
and diverse communities through NYC-ARTS, Reel 13, NJTV News with Mary Alice Williams and MetroFocus, 
the multi-platform news magazine focusing on the New York region. WNET is also a leader in connecting with 
viewers on emerging platform including the THIRTEEN Explore App where users can stream PBS content for 
free. 
 

 
About BYkids  
BYkids gives kids the tools and mentoring to make documentary films about their lives. BYkids gives voice to 
youth from diverse cultures, and encourages international understanding and engagement by offering viewers 
concrete ways to respond to these globally relevant films.  
 
BYkids believes that we can understand the world's challenges -- and how to best meet them -- through the 
personal stories of young people that often go unheard in mainstream media. BYkids is a global movement that 
uses storytelling through film to inspire global citizenry and empathy. BYkids provides kids around the world 
with the training and the video cameras to make short documentaries about their lives. Renowned filmmakers 
mentor these young people in the art of filmmaking. Through innovative distribution platforms, BYkids films 
enable fresh, new perspectives to be seen and shared by a global community. (www.BYkids.org) 



 
 
 
 
About APT 
American Public Television (APT) has been a leading syndicator of high-quality, top-rated programming to the 
nation’s public television stations since 1961. For 10 years, APT has annually distributed one-third or more of the 
top 100 highest-rated public television titles in the U. S. Among its 300 new program titles per year, APT 
programs include prominent documentaries, news and current affairs programs, dramas, how-to programs, 
children’s series and classic movies. America’s Test Kitchen From Cook’s Illustrated, Rick Steves’ Europe, Front 
and Center, Doc Martin, Nightly Business Report, Midsomer Murders, Vera, NHK Newsline, Lidia’s Kitchen, 
Globe Trekker, Simply Ming, and P. Allen Smith’s Garden Home join numerous documentaries and performance 
programs popular with public television viewers. APT licenses programs internationally through its APT 
Worldwide service. Now in its 10th year, Create® TV — featuring the best of public television's lifestyle 
programming — is distributed by APT. APT also distributes WORLD™, public television’s premier news, science 
and documentary channel. To find out more about APT’s programs and services, visit APTonline.org. 
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