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Frank Sinatra’s Classic “The Man with the 

Golden Arm” to Air in Reel 13’s Abbreviated 

August Lineup on THIRTEEN 

 

 

The 1955 drama The Man with the Golden Arm makes its Reel 13 debut on 

THIRTEEN in August. 

 Led by Frank Sinatra and based on the novel by Nelson Algren, The Man with 

the Golden Arm is the story of an addict who gets clean while in prison but struggles 

to maintain his sobriety in the outside world. Controversial for its time, the film was 

critically acclaimed and nominated for three Academy Awards, including “Best Actor” 

for Sinatra. Sinatra was also nominated for “Best Actor” awards by BAFTA and The 

New York Film Critics. 

The series is pre-empted on Saturday, August 8, 15 and 22 for special pledge 

programming. 

 Every Saturday night beginning at 9 p.m., viewers can catch a Hollywood 

Classic followed by an Indie, hosted by Columbia University professor Richard 

Peña. The evening concludes with a Short film selected by viewers who vote for 

their favorite of three shorts at Reel13.org. 
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The series is pre-empted for special pledge programming. 
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The series is pre-empted for special pledge programming. 
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The series is pre-empted for special pledge programming. 
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“The Man with the Golden Arm” (1955) Dir: Otto Preminger 
Frank Sinatra portrays a drug addict trying to set his life in order after being released 
from prison. With Eleanor Parker, Kim Novak and Arnold Stang. 
 
“The Good Doctor” (2011) Dir:  Lance Daly 
A young doctor (Orlando Bloom) goes to unconscionable extremes to aid a female 
patient with a kidney disorder. With Riley Keough, Taraji P. Henson, Rob Morrow 
and Michael Peña.  
 

 WNET is the parent company of THIRTEEN and WLIW21, New York’s public 

television stations. For more than 50 years, THIRTEEN has been a partner with the 

tri-state community, using its rich resources to inform and inspire the passionate 

people of New York and the world to better understand and address the issues that 

challenge our diverse communities.   

 Reel 13 is funded by the Sy Syms Foundation and the Rubin Museum of Art.  

David Horn is executive producer.  Bob Morris is senior producer.   

Visit Reel 13 Online at www.thirteen.org/sites/reel13/ for additional 

information.  
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About WNET 
As New York’s flagship public media provider and the parent company of THIRTEEN and 
WLIW21 and operator of NJTV, WNET brings quality arts, education and public affairs 
programming to more than 5 million viewers each week. WNET produces and presents 
such acclaimed PBS series as Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, PBS 
NewsHour Weekend, Charlie Rose and a range of documentaries, children’s programs, 
and local news and cultural offerings available on air and online. Pioneers in educational 
programming, WNET has created such groundbreaking series as Get the Math, Oh Noah! 
and Cyberchase and provides tools for educators that bring compelling content to life in 
the classroom and at home. WNET highlights the tri-state’s unique culture and diverse 
communities through NYC-ARTS, Reel 13, NJTV News with Mary Alice Williams and 
MetroFocus, the multi-platform news magazine focusing on the New York region. WNET 
is also a leader in connecting with viewers on emerging platforms, including the 
THIRTEEN Explore App where users can stream PBS content for free.  

 

 


