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Finding Your Roots with Henry Louis Gates, Jr. 

Series Synopsis 

  

Since the premiere of his groundbreaking series African American Lives (2006) through the first 

season of Finding Your Roots (2012), noted Harvard scholar Henry Louis Gates, Jr.  has been 

helping people discover long-lost relatives hidden for generations within the branches of their 

family trees.  Professor Gates utilizes a team of genealogists to reconstruct the paper trail left 

behind by our ancestors and the world’s leading geneticists to decode our DNA and help us travel 

thousands of years into the past to discover the origins of our earliest forebears.  

Joining Gates in this new season of Finding Your Roots will be a diverse group of 29 

guests, including Oscar winner Ben Affleck,  award winning journalist Anderson Cooper, 

tennis great Billie Jean King, legendary author Stephen King, multi-platinum selling 

rapper Nas,  and many more. With these guests and others, Gates continues his quest to 

understand our collective American identity, bringing to life the family histories of African 

American, Asian, Chinese, Greek, Indian, Irish, Italian, Jewish, and Latin American guests alike.  

 



Over 10 episodes the series will reveal rich family stories, tracing back to the subjects’ 

ancestors arrival on America’s shores, and beyond: deep into the history of their countries of 

origin. Each hour will highlight three guests bound together by an intimate, sometimes hidden 

link, as Gates treks through layers of ancestral history, uncovers secrets and surprises of their 

family trees and shares life-altering discoveries.  

Filmed on location around the world, Finding Your Roots premieres nationally 

Tuesdays, September 23 – November 25 at 8 p.m. ET on PBS (check local listings). The 

series is a production of Kunhardt McGee Productions, Inkwell Films and THIRTEEN 

Productions LLC in association with Ark Media. Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Peter Kunhardt, Dyllan 

McGee and Julie Anderson are executive producers. Stephen Segaller is executive in charge for 

WNET. John Maggio is senior producer. 

Major corporate support for the second season of Finding Your Roots is provided by 

Ancestry.com. Additional corporate funding is provided by Ford Motor Company, Johnson & 

Johnson and McDonald’s. Major support is also provided by the Ford Foundation, Dr. Georgette 

Bennett and Dr. Leonard Polonsky, Candace King Weir, the Daryl and Steven Roth Foundation 

and Loida N. Lewis. Support is also provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and 

PBS. 
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